NEW NAMES FOR NEW PLACES.     59

To the north of Maryland lay the New Nether-
lands, for Holland had also colonized here. In the
seventeenth century this little nation was for a time
equal to the greatest nations in Europe. The Dutch
had very soon followed the example of that other
little nation Portugal, which, directed by the famous
Prince Henry of Portugal, had been the first of all
the European nations to explore far-off lands. Hol-
land was as important on the seas as Spain or Eng-
land ; but this could not last long. The Dutch and
the English fought several campaigns, and in the
end the Dutch were beaten.

In 1667 the New Netherlands were yielded up to
England. The name of the colony was changed to
New York, and its capital, New Amsterdam, was
given the same name. This was in honour of the
sailor prince, James, Duke of York, afterwards the
unhappy King James II. Another of the Stuarts
who gave his name to a district of North America
was Prince Rupert, the nephew of Charles I., who
fought so hard for the king against Cromwell. In
1670 the land round Hudson Bay was given the
name of Rupertsland.

Sometimes, but not often, the new colonies were
given the names of their founders. William Penn,
who founded the Quaker colony of Pennsylvania,
gave it this name in honour of his father, Admiral
Penn. Sylvania means " land of woods/' and comes
from the Latin sylvanus, or " woody/'
But it is not only in America that the place-names